MOSCOW  IN  THE  MAKING
CHOICE OF COURSES AFTER THE COMPULSORY AGE
There are four courses open to him, and it is at this age,
sixteen, and not, as it is with us, at the tender age of eleven
plus, that the first decision has to be taken. Even so, as I
shall show later, it is not so irrevocable as the decision which,
under our system, determines the length of his school life
and his chances of a university career.
I.   SECONDARY   SCHOOL   TO   UNIVERSITY
If he passes the fifteen plus examination classed "very
good" or "good" he can enter the eighth class, and so go on
to the end of the secondary school course. This is at present
the aim of all the children and all the parents, because it
opens the door to the university. The university in Moscow
includes the separate institutes where engineers, doctors,
teachers, chemists, and technicians of all kinds are trained.
As there is no unemployment, a university degree does not
give greater security, nor does it necessarily mean higher
pay. Many a Stakhanovite worker earns more than
teachers, professors, doctors, and engineers; holidays and
pensions are universal, but still the university attracts, as it
does in a capitalist society. It leads to more responsible
posts, and one of the ways in which outstanding Stakhano-
vite workers in a coal mine and in a dairy farm are rewarded,
is by being brought to Moscow and specially coached, so
that they can enjoy a university career.
Unlike the examination that admits to secondary schools
in England, which is severely competitive, the examination
in Moscow is merely a qualifying one. As more children
qualify each year, more places are provided, by filling up the
classes to forty and over. The upper classes in a ten year
school in Moscow are as crowded as the lower ones, because
children, who pass in from the incomplete secondary schools
which finish at fifteen plus, have to be accommodated in the
existing ten year schools. As there is no specialization in
the secondary schools, there seems to be no reason why the
upper classes should be smaller than the lower ones.
Glasses are still between forty and forty-five in all schools,
but thirty to thirty-five is the goal to be reached as soon as
possible.
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